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HOUG H this Letter) is addreſſed to Mr. Wes- 
5 LEY, it was written for your Sakes: When 1 _ 
| aw ſuch Principles inſtilled into the Minds of the Ig--- 
norant, and ſuch Falſities believed and propagated, . 
. could not ſtand by unconcerned. My Motives purely 
3 Aare, to inſtru& the Ignorant in Conſtitutional Princi- 
pPulwGKubs, and to undeceive thoſe that are in Error. Such 
Mien as I have here oppoſed, while they are flattering 
his Majeſty, and as far as they can beſtowing upon 
him unbounded Power, are in Fact undermining bis 
Throne and our Liberties, as Engliſhmen and Preteſ- 
tanis, His Majeſty's Title is founded on Liberty, I 
- Gefire you to read with Candour what is now offered 
to you; and allo to read a Pamphlet, intituled, An 
Appeal to the Tuſtice and Intereſt of Great-Britain, 
in the preſent Diſpute with America.” —Conſider the 
Arguments, and examine the Facts laid before you, 
and believe and profeſs as you ſhall then ſee Cauſe. 1 
have not knowingly thrown out one Cenſure on Mr, 
Mieter, which he has not given great and juſt Occaſion 
for; and am ſurprized every Time I think on bis Per- 
' formance, how he could aſſert ſuch Things as he has 
done: And on ſecond Thoughts, 1 can no Way ac- 
count for his Conduct, but in the. Manner I have done 
at the End of my Letter. May Britons fee their 
true Intereſt before * be too 9 von be wiſe, 
good, jad N | „ 
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nnn Sia, 


| MN. Have read your calm Addreſs to alle Ane- 
| 1 rican Colonies. I am ſorry ta find a Per- 


LEE 


Liberties of Mankind, and ſo ſubverſive of the Britiſh 
Falſhoods as you have done in this Addreſs. 


between Power and Right: Be pleaſed therefore to con- 
ſider, that a Man may have Power to do what he 


is wrong; and I aq fully of Opinion, that it was very 
1 wrong in the Briti/h Parliament to tax the Americans, 
for theſe Reaſons: Firſt, becauſe they are unrepreſented 


ways willing to give and grant a Sufficiency of their 
has been made. Have you forgot, that in the laſt 


and Money to aſſiſt Government in ſubduing the French, 
that grate ful Acknowledgments were made them, and 
a conſiderable Sum returned? 
It is undoubtedly the Privilege of Freemen to be 
taxed only by their own Conſent, and no 18 on 


Earth has a Right to tax them without it. this is 


not the Caſe, we have no Right in our „ for 
what Right have I in that Property, which another has 
the Right to take from me when he pleaſes: Nor does 
this Argument prove too much; for I alſo aſſert, that 
the Parliament has not a Right to make Laws to bind 
Freemen in other Reſpects, without their own Conſent, 
but the Americans have conſented to Laws for the Re- 

_  gulation of our Trade with them, though they have 
never owned our Right to tax them in the Britiſh Par- 
| liament. According to Reaſon and Nature, E 
| | 855 Able 


8 7 : 


| ſon of your Abilities and Influence, Rea» _ 

. e fon ſo inconcluſively, hold Principles ſo 
MN inconſiſtent with the natural Rights and 
Conſtitution; and above all, to affert ſuch glaring 


in the firſt Place, you ſeem to make no Diſtinction 


pleaſes, but he can have no Right to do any Thing that 


in Parliament; ſecondly, becauſe they have been al- 


RV own Money whenever able, and a proper Requiſition 2 


War they ſo greatly exerted themſelves, in raiſing Men 


145 


| abs to the Britiſh Conſtitution, the People ad to be 
bound by no Laws, whether relating to Taxation or 
other Matters, but thoſe to which they give their Con- 
ſent; and if any Laws are made without univerſal or 
: neral Conſent, it is owing to the Imperfections of 
Man and alt human Inſtitutions : But what I have laid 
down is the Rule of Government, and it is the Duty 
of every one to ſupport and abide by tuch Rules, as 
nearly as poflible. g 
vou ſay, « If a Freemen cannot be taxed without 
e his own Conſent, neither can he be puniſhed with. 
* out it; for whatever holds with Regard to Taxation, 
« holds with Regard to all other Laws: Therefore he 
e who denies the Engli/ Parliament the Power of Tax- 
e ation, denies it Re Right of making any Laws at 
6 it”: This Argument is not juſt, Laws relative 
to Trade, &c. and Laws relative to Taxation, are ſo 
different in their Nature, that they may exiſt ſeparate 
and apart, as the Experience of many Ages can tellify, 
Ireland, Sir, ever ſince it was annexed to the Engli/h 
Crown, has been made a Partaker in the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and governed by Engliſh Laws, but never 
taxed by the Engli/h Houſe of Commons; and the 
plain Reaſon for it is, they were not repreſented there : 
And ever fince we had American Colonies, they have 
been governed in the main by Ez gliſb Laws, but not 
ſubjected to Exgliſhꝭ Taxation. There is a wide Differ- 
ence between making Laws for the Regulation of our 
Trade with the An ericans, and taxing them without. 
their Conſent. 1t to follow a Trade under ſuch Regu- 
Iations, ſeems inconvenient or unprofitable to us, we 
can quit ſuch Branch of Buſineſs, though we may ſuf- 
Wn: 3 fer ſome Inconvenience thereby; but to tax a Commu- 
i nity without Repreſentation, - is unconſtitutional, and 
| takes from them the Money they bave already acquired, 
which moſt certainly is their own ; whereas what we are | 
to acquire by future Trade, 1s not our £ 5 
There was a Time when Wales, COR dh . 
were unrepreſented in Parliament, and alſo when Calais 
| belonged to the Engli/b Crown, and was unrepreſented; 
F - and the King and dent of thoſe Days were ſo far 
convinced of the Injuſtice of taxing them unrepreſent- 
ed, that the Privilege of chuſing Repreſentatives in 
Parliament was granted to them all: Now if Ireland 


has of mee bs been governed by our Laws, without being 
CR: | | - ſubjected 1. 
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e ed to our Taxes, and if the American Colonies 


have ever till lately been governed in the ſame Manner, 
why ſhould we depart from ſuch a Form of Govern- 


ment, attempt Innovations, and ſacrifice the Blood and 
Treaſure of the Engliſh Nation, to Sain an Object 


which will yaniſh in the Conteſt ? | 
We readily. allow, that in wide extended „ 


many are not concerned in making Laws, and that 
there are many who are not Electors; but this is no 
| Argument that ſo it ought to be. Indeed, all that 


have conſiderable Property ſhould be Ele ctors, for it is 


the Property which pays Taxes; and ſuffer me to tell 
vou, Sir, that all the Property in Britain is repre- 


ſented, though I own very unequally, but that I 


reckon as one of our greateſt Grievances: It prevents 


us from having an independent Houſe of Commons; 


and it would much better become you, and every Man 


of Influence, to point out ſuch capital Grievances to 
his Countrymen, and to pray for and attempt a Redreſs 


of them. 
You aſæk, Law has any. Man conſented to thoſe 


„ Laws, IR were made before he was born.” 
_ anſwer, in this Caſe our Fore*athers were our Ping 


ſentatives, and we conſent to the Laws they enacted 
by not repealing them. The good Laws they made 
are left us as a fair Eſtate, and a valuable one they 
are; and any bad Laws that may have taken Place, are 
to be conſidered as an Incumbrance upon it. | 

You allow that the Colonies have a Right to all the 
Privileges granted them by Royal Charters Why then 
have Royal Charters. been altered? And I apprehend 
they have alſo a Right to the Privileges, granted them 
by Provincial Laws; the Provincial Laws being ſuch as 
they are allowed to make for internal Government, and 
ratified by the King: He is their Sovereign, and their 
Allemblies are their Parliaments. 

With Regard to a Clauſe in the Charter of Penfl- 
varia, or any other admitting Taxation by the Britiſh 
Parliament, the Colonies I ſuppoſe: ſubmitted tot 
becauſe they could not obtain better Terms; for it is 4 
Condition quite repugnant to the Spirit of our happy 
Conſtitution : But if ſuch a Clays A not inſerted in 
other Charters, it by no Means tbat it muſt - 
be omitted as not neceſſary Fw {uificiently evi- 
Cent, that no Taxes were expel wo the Purpoſe: of 

| 4 raiſing 
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6 — 
. 


A a 


('S 3 
raiſing a Revenue here, where they are not expreſſed i in 
their Charters. Suppoſe I take a Leaſe of a good 


Eſtate; muſt the granter of that Leaf take ſuch a 
Field of it from me when he pleaſes, uſe ſuch a 


Piece of Injuſtice is not expreſly forbidden in eaſe. 


I have impartially confidered all that u, have ad- 
vanced, and yet do not ſee that the Brulſp Parliament 
has an undoubted Right to tax all the Engliſh Colonies, 
They muſt indeed be taxed for the Sepp of internal 
Government: They cannot ſupport civil Governors, 
and keep Soldiers for Defence, without raiſing Money 
for thoſe Purpoſes: It is Taxes for the Purpoſe of 
raifing a Revenue, levied upon them without their own 
Conſent, that we apprehend are unconſtitutional. 

You ſay, But whence is all this Hurry and Tu- 
« mult? Why is America all in an Uproar? —If you 
have given yourſelf Time to think upon this Subject, 
vou are very unhappy in thinking in ſo prepoſterous a 
Manner as follows, You ſay, My Opinion is this: 
« We have a few Men in England who are determined 
% Enemies to Monarchy.” Very few indeed! So few, 
that I never converſed with one in all my Liſe, Who 
defired England to be reduced to a Commonwealth. I 
did not imagine you had been capable of ſuch Scandal. 
Who are the Men? Point them out? Inform the Mi- 
niſtry who are theſe Enemies to the King and Monar- 
chy. How do you know that they cordially hate his 
Office ; and what has been done ſo diligently ro under- 
mine it! I repeat it: How do you know theſe I hings 
Are you an Accomplice in Plots and Treaſons ? Speak 
out; and let the World know the Reaſons for your 
Aﬀertions; for if this be falſe, it is no petty Scandal? 
Are you cne of the few who they have let into their 
Deſign? If you be, you can let us know who they are; 
and though it ſhould be Efingham, Rockingham, Chir 
tham, or Shelbarne, we will deſert their Cauſe, and 
acknowledge them Traitors. L 

But at preſent my Opinion is, that you are a greater 
Enemy to the Conſtitution ot theſe Kingdoms, than any 
one that I know is to the King or kingly Government. 
You talk of inflammatory Papers Verily, Reverend 
Sir, your calm Addreſs ſtands in the foremoſt Rank of 
that Kind, and yourſelf and your followers are arrived 
nearer to the Piteh ef Madneſs, than any People that 
| 1 8 1 meu "GUT 


ciples: 5 


. followers 1 in your political Prin- ” ” 


Ca 

ciples : It is the Treatment which the Americans have 
received that has inflamed them, and that Treatment 
is the original Cauſe of the preſent Breach between 
England and her Colonies ;. and ſuch Men as I imagine 
you have been ſtigmatizing, have been endeavouring 
with much Sincerity to bring about a Reconciliation, 
_ You—if you had Eyes to fee, and Ears to hear, 
might ſee other Cauſes of their Complaints, than any 
you have offered. Again you ſay, ** Theſe good Men 
« hope it will end in the total DefeQion of North A- 
emerica from England. -I anſwer, this good Man 
Mr. Malen continues his Scandal, and arrogates to 
himſelf the Power of knowing the Hearts of Men. 
Have theſe good Men whom you villiy any Eſtates in 
this Nation? Have they Friends or Relations; or in 
| ſhort, have they any Senſe, that they thould be thus 
bent on their own and the Nation's Ruin? The Ac- 
count you give of theſe good Men will agree with no 
Party that I know of, unleis it be the Friends of the 
Houſe of Stuart, who would be glad to ſee Britain 
reduced to ſuch a Condition, that France and other 

Adherents of the Pretender, might have an Opportu- 
nity to ſet im on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms: And 
permit me to tell you, Reverend Sir, that your Princi- 

ples. are much like theſe, and have a -Fendency to bring 
about ſuch an Event; for never was any Thing ad- 

vanced more in favour of arbitrary Power, not even 
in the Reigns of Charles the Firſt, and James the Se- 
cond, than you have done in this very calm Addrels.” 

Under your Number ten we find ſeveral Queries, in 
which the Privileges Britiſh Subjects have enjoyed, are 
well ſet forth; but in the Conclufion, your Cenſures 
on Republics are amongſt your Falſhoods: You fay, 
No Governments under Heaven are ſo deſpotic as 


the Republican—No Subjects are governed in ſo ar⸗ 


« bitrary a Manner, as thoſe of a Commonwealth 
© Republics ſhew no Mercy.” If theſe Aſſertions 
were not Untruths too glaring to merit a ſerious Refu- 
tation, 1 would refer you to 3 to Spain, or to 
France and Rome for Conviction. I never read of a 
Baſtile or an Inquiſition, in any of the Republics you 
mention. You aim to be ſevere, upon Republics, as 


«the very worſt of Governments, but tenderly paſs by - © 


Popiſh and arbitrary Kingdoms, where the People are 
ſubje& to Prieſts, whom you too much reſemble, as 
ET, | : | "SP well 
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to your King and Country, ſhould induce you to un- 


brands, ATroWs, and Death, and faith, Am 1 not 


. « Engliſi Conſtitution.“— This again is a Deſeription, 


* had the very ſame Liberty we have in England —1 op 
% fay you had. Reverend. Sir, a greater Falſhood 


(8) 


well as to arbitrary Kings, ſuch as you aſſert our Sove- 
Teign has a Right to be. = 
In your next Paragraph you 7 to lament poor 4- 
erica ; and her Condition indeed is lamentable enough; 
but I fear ſhe will never be benefited by your calm Ad- 
dreſs. After this, you again bring upon the Carpet 
this Secret, which you 4now of, and do not reveal. 
This grand Scheme, which you know is,“ laid ſo deep, 
% and covered ſo well.” It appears to me, that Duty 


cover this Plot, and draw it into Day-light, and ande- 
ceive thoſe * Thouſands that are ripening it to Matu- 
« rity. If you have nothing of this Kind to diſco- 
ver, you are like the Madman that caſteth Fire- 


« in Sport.” —You ſay, They love neither England 
e nor America, but play one againſt the other, in ſub- 
«© ſerviency to their grand Deſign of overturning the 


that agrees with none but the Partizans of the pro- 
ſcribed Houſe of Siuart; ſuch as want the Romilh Re- 
ligion, French Laws, and the Pretender for King: 
Theſe Men, and thoſe who voted for a Law to eſtablith _ 
Popery, in ſo large a Part of his Majeſty's Dominions 
as Canada, do belt agree with your e of the 
Men in the Secret. 

Further, Dr. $-1ith is certain, and ſo am 1, that the 
Americans have a Right to grant their own Money; 
and that when it is taken from an unrepreſented People 
(I am not ſpeaking of Individuals) it is an arbitrary 
Proceeding, and contrary to the Conſtitution of Britain, 
Four Ignorance, Reverend Sir, in theſe Affairs, is ſo 
great, that you ſeem. to know no Medium between a 
People being entirely independent, or. entire Slaves, 
That happy Medium has been known, and that Know- 
ledge reduced to Practice, with Reſpe& to Erngli/h Co- 
lonies, for 150 Years: The Colonies do acknowledge 5 
a Sovereign, but whoſe Rights and Prerogatives are 
bounded by Law, and by Charters: Would to Gop 
the united Force of Laws and Charters, were a ſuffi 5 
cient Barrier againſt miniſterial Vengeance. 

'A little further you ſay to the Americans, ec You 


than this cannot be uttered: Every one knows, wha 
| knows 


tw 


| Mole any Thing of FE Matter, that the North- Ame- 
rican Colonies are very far from having the Liberty of 


Trade which we enjoy; they are reſtrained in more 
Inſtances | than I can mention; but the following are 
ſome of them. 

1ſt, The Prohibition of making Steel, or erecting 


8 steel Furnaces, has been abſolutely prohibited: This 


has reduced all America to the Neceſſity of buying 
theſe Articles from a few Perſons i in Exgland, engaged 
in this Manufacture. 
2d. The Americans have been obliged to land the 
Spaniſh and Portugal Wine and Fruit which they im- 
port, in England, ſubject, to high Duties and heavy 
Charges for re-ſhipping : I his Reſtriction not only 
grievouſly enhances the Price of theſe neceſſary Arti- 


cles, but expoſes their Veſſels to the Danger and Ex- 
pence of an additional Voyage of 1000 Miles, in a 


boiſterous Sea in Time of Peace, and in Time of War 


to a great advance in Inſurance. 


zd. An abſolute Reſtraint has been laid upon the sale 
of Hats, and the Exportation of them has been pro- 
hibited : In Conſequeuce of this, an Inhabitant of one 


Province cannot buy a Hat from his Neighbour, being 
a Hatter in the other, but muſt ſend 3000 Miles for it, 
at three Times the ns, 0 the Bene of our Ma- 
nufactures, 


ar. The 8 are not ſuffered to ect Plating 
or Slitting Mills, or Tilt Hammers: Thus, though Iron 
is the Produce of their own Country, they muſt ſend it 


to England, and pay us for manufacturing it, before 


they are ſuffered to avail themſelves of thoſe Advanta» 
ges which Go» has given them: Nails, Hoes, Ploughs, 
Axe-, Kc. they are under the greateſt Neceſlity of uting, 


from the Nature of their Country, in great Quantities; 
yet they are obliged to take ſuch as we pleate to ſend 


them, at our own Price, loaded with our Taxes, and 
the Charges of double Freight, Commiſſion, &c. 
sth. By the ſupreme Authority of Great-Britain, 


5 bi Americans have been prohibited from carrying 
Wool, or any Kind of Woollen Goods made in w_ 


Colony, to another. A ſingle Fleece of Wool, or 
Dozen of Home-made Hoſe, carried from one Colony 
to another, is not only forteited, but ſubjects the Vel-- 
ſel, if conveyed by Water, or the Waggon and Horſes, 
if * Land, to a Seizure, and the Owner to a heavy Fine. 
| 6th, 


(wo) 


EE The 1 are not permitted to carry Log- 
wood to any foreign Market, without firlt bringing it 
to ſome Briti/h Port, to land and re-ſhip it, at a . 
Riſque, Expence, and Loſs of Time. 

I cannot go on to enumerate ies Co but theſe 
are ſufficient to thew what Hardſhips the Colonies have 
fubmitted to, rather than ſhake off the Authority of 
the Mother Country; and alſo ſufficient to ſhew, that 
your repeated Aſſertion, that the Colonies had all the 
Liberties that Engli/omen enjoy, is one of the greatelt 
of Falſhoods, 1 am really altonithed how. a Man of 
Senſe, of Learning, and a Profeſſor. of | the Religion 
of JesUs CuRtsT, can ſhew his Face in Society, after 
having publiſhed ſuch pernicious and unconſtitutional 
Doctriges, ſuch Scurrility and Slander, and ſuch glar- | 
ing Falſhoods! | - 
Further: In the next Paragraph you aſſert, that 
« Till the Americans appointed their new Sovereigns, | 
« they enjoyed all the Privileges of Engliſhmen.” — 
Another Declaration of the ſame Falſhood—To be re- 
ſtrained in Trade in the Manner 1 have juſt mentioned, 
and in miny more Inſtances, and to be taxed by a 
foreign Parliament, without any Repreſentation at all 
once more, in the Name of common Senſe, let me 
aſk you, if theſe are the Liberties wherewith Gow has 
made us free—it theſe are the Liberties wherewith the 
Engliſh Conſtitution hath made its Subjects free? And 
will you again affert, that the Americans ever enjoyed 
all the Liberties and Privileges of E 9 hope 
you will not, 

The Americans ſay, ** No Power on Earth has a 
Right to grant our Property without our Conſent.” 
You reply, Then you have no Sovereign; - for every 
Sovereign under Heaven has a Right to tax his Sub- 
jedts: that is, to grant their Property with or with- 
% out their Conſent: Our Sovereign has a Right to tax 
« me, and all other Engli/hmer, whether we have 
& Votes for Parliament-men or no.“ Theſe Aſſer- 
tions, Sir, are equally falſe, unconſtitutional, and per- 
nicious: It was for an adherence to ſuch Doctrines as 
' theſe, that your royal Martyr loſt. his Head, What 
he attempted, and what he did, you aſſert every So- 
vereign under Heaven has a Right to do; and you 
confer this Power on the Sovereign ſolely, without ever 


mentioning the Houle of Lords or Commons, and you 
| | muſt 


EE  Þ. © 


muſt mean as yon ſay, becauſe the greater Part of So- 


vereigns under Heaven have no Parhaments. If every - 


Sovereign under Heaven has a Right to tax his Sub- 


jects with or without their Conſent; if he has a Right 


to make his Will the Law in this Reſpect, he has a 


Kight to make his Will the Law in all other Reſpects. 
If this Doctrine be true, 7Zames the Second had a Right 


to do every Thing he did, and his People had no Right 


to reſiſt him: Therefore upon your Principles, the Re- 
volution was a Rebellion, the Act of Settlement was 


made under a uſurped Authority, and the Houſe of 


Hanover never had, and the reigning Prince, our pre- 


ſent Sovereign, has no Right to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms. Theſe are not remote, but the direct Con- 


ſequences of the Right which you aſſert belongs to 


every Sovereign under Heaven. Your Aſſertions, Re- 
verend Sir, are en Fepvgnant to Reaſon, to Juſ- 


tice, and Truth, 


By and bye here's pnother Repetition of a Falſhood 


aſſerted ſeveral Times before: Every Right which I 5 


enjoy, is common to Erg/z amen and Americans. — 


Did you imagine this to be a Truth when you wrote it? 


* 


Your Ignorance and Effrontery are really aſtoniſhing ! ' 


Every one that knows how'the Americans are confined 


to an excluſive Trade, if he knows ROY about Tax- | 


ation, can refute this. 


It is an Argument very inconcluſive, very falladidhs; : 
1 that becauſe Individuals here, who have no Votes for 


Members, are taxed, therefore whole Communities, 


whole Nations ought to be taxed, without any Repre - 
ſentation at all. Hereby you would eſtabliſh a Prece- 


dent for arbitrary Power over America, from an una- 
voidable Defect in the Briti/h Conſtitution, When the 
Britiſh Parliament lays a Tax upon the People here, 


7 


they tax themſelves, their Friends, their Relations, at 


the ſame Time, and thoſe who have Votes for Mem- 
bers, are taxed equally with thoſe who have no Votes; 
therefore thoſe who 'have no Votes, have not ſo mach 


to fear from being taxed and unrepreſented as the - 


mericans have; for when the Americans are taxed by 


our Parliament, thoſe who lay the Tax bear no Part 


of the Buerthen: 


Your Aſſertions being thus Hs and und ad | 


. foluts Falſhoods, vainly do you exhort and argue from 
8 3 0 The Fabric of your calm Addreſs reſteth on 


rotten ; 


— 


( 12: * | 
rotten- an which ſhrink at the Touch, and Lat 
1 adauently the whole falls to the Ground. 
3 A little further you ſay, * None deſires to withold 
1 e agany Thing, that is granted by the expreſs Terms of 
«« your Charter.” I anſwer,” has not a Bill been made 
for altering the Charter of Maf/achu/etts-Bay? Do not 
the Charters expreſly promiſe all the Liberties and Pri- 
vileges of Engliſhmen? And it is the Privilege of Eng- 
liſhmen not to be taxed, but by their own Conſent, 
given by their Repreſentatives; yet theſe Americans 
are taxed without any Conſent, or any Repreſentation, 
at all; and in order to force Obedience to ſuch Laws 
8 "ms theſe, the Blood and Treaſure of Britain is waſted,: 
the Affections of all the Colonies alienated, and the 
Government runs a Riſque, by your Account, of being 
= overturned by Republicans: But alas! greater is the 
Is - Danger that our open and avowed Enemies, France 
1 and Spain, will ſooner or later avail themſelves of. this 
pernicious and dreadtul Conteſt, and lay Great-Britain 
low, On this Account every humane Mind muſt be 
| deeply impreſſed; every Friend to his Country muſt 
. abominate thoſe. 3 which encourage his Ma- 
„ jeſty to expend more Blood and Treaſure in this per- 
nicious Contelt, and evidently riſque the Ruin of the 
Nation. It is evident to me, that none but lenient 

. Meaſures are ever likely to render tne Colonies of — 
further Value to this Nation. 
| In your: laſt Paragraph but one, you have the 

. firangeſt Aſſertion 1 ever heard advar.ced, vis. © I 
* know but one Inſtance in all Hiſtory, wherein the _ 
« People gave the Sovereign Power to any one, that 
: was to Maſſaniello of Naples ; and I deſire any Man 
ing, to 2 another Inſtance in the Hiſtory 
1 of all Nations 80 far is this your Aſſertion from 
being true, that it is the People who give the Sovereign 
Power to every King, otherwife he has no Right to it: 

It is this Gift, or Conſent of the People, which con- 
ſtitutes his beſt Claim to the governing Power, and 
without it he cannot have a Right to govern any Na- 
tion, unleſs Gop ALmrcaTy ſhould beſtow: it upon 

- him, which is not the Caſe in our Days, Pleading a 
Right by lineal Deſcent from a former King, if other 

Qualifications are wanting, ſignifies nothing—this in 
E Great-Britain is true Conſtitutional Doctrine; and we 

# need not 80 farther than the Herr and Laws of our 

E on 


—— mw — 
= n — 


. 


, N — 
5 n 4 _ er 4 A 4 8 CE - * * * - 3. af. 
. B 5 3 — —— 2x habe — es 70 5 — — — — 7 — hy 
"4 =_ Y N 
l ö A * * 8 44 2 N Gn : © . Es * 

. —— / —_ , A e Ie * r lern Fw 3 A MS 

2 0 SOHO EDA: fr I een N x dion 0 * R * N - * nnn N * 4 
9 * „ 1 "A TL ” ” 6 Feb! — - wh I * es - * 2 
1 A 2 : 
% . * þ 


, La) 
yore, 


* 
_ — 
* 


Sun Country, to ara it; hed alſo to prove the fal · bc 
| Jacy' of your Aſſertion, with FRE: to the Poople Sy- | 
ing the Sovereign. Power. 

| "King Alfred, not with Randia 9 his Canals by the 

| -Pope,) acknowledged bis Kingdom to have been the 
Bounty of his People; and in his Will he expreſſes him - 
ſelf thus: I deſire to leave my People as free as 
„„ Mans Thoughts within him.“ | 
Though William the firſt gained the Crown by the 
„ WE" wks, of the Norman Army, it was not che Caſe 
with Wilkam Rufus, his ſecond ' Son; though he had 
an elder Brother living, yet, by the Mediation and Aſ- 
fiſtance of the leading I in the State, and by en- 
| g'to aboliſh the over-hard Laws made by his Fa- 
- e and to take off the Taxes and Impoſts, he drew 
the People generally to confirm him in his Kingdom, 
and ſtand in his Defence; and a better Title he could 
not have, than ſuch proper A and morn 
frage of the People 
Henry the firſt alſo, and King Stephen, came to the 
Crown by Election, and not by Right of Succeſſion: 
Their Elections, and the Oaths they took, are to be 
found in the old Hiſtorians: That of King e is 
very full and expreſſive, as follows. 
1 Stephen, by the Grace of Gop, the Conſent of 
„ the Clergy and People, being elected King over 
t Fygland, and conſecrated by William, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Legate of the holy Roman Church, 
confirmed by Innocent, Pontiff of the ſame See, do 
declare, &. The Elections and Oaths of Henry 
ſecond and Richard firſt are equally clear; but in King 
Fohn's Coronation we are brought beyond Diſpute; in 
full Parliament of Arch-biſhops, Earls, Barons, and 
Commons, when che e ſtood up, and ſpoke 
as follows. | 
„ It is well con to you all, that no Man hath 
Right of Succeflion, except that by unanimous Con- 
« /ent of this Kingdom, with Invocation of the Holy 
© Ghoſt, he be elected from his own Deſerts: -But if 
ie: of the laſt King's Race be more worthy and 
better than others, bis Election i is more proper and 
reaſonable, as it is now in Earl John here preſent. _ 
It was this King who granted Magna Charta, the 
great, the irrevocable Charter of our Liberties. 
In a Caſe ſo plain, it is ae to collect more In- 
| | Rances; | 88 
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ſtances; thou gh it is undeniable, that it was the People 


of England that made William and Mary, King and 


Queen of theſe Realms, and ſet aſide the Houſe» of 
Stuart; and it is as evident, that it was the People of 
England who' ſettled the Crown on the Houſe: of Ha- 
ncder : Our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign owes his 


Crown to the Expuſſfon of a Tyrant, and the Gay of 
his People. 
I hope I have ſaid enough, to convince every one 


who is willing to be convinced, that your Reaſonings 


are inconcluſive, your Principles ere e ee er- and 


pour Aſſertions Falſhoods. - 


Government, Reverend sir, is . an 2 besser, 


it is a Truſt; the Sovereign is the grand Steward of our 
Privileges, and his Power is delegated to him by the 


People: He receives his Power on certain Conditions; 


he ſwears to maintain the Conſtitution in Church and 
State—lf he does not do theſe Things, but breaks 


through all the Ties of Gop and Man, he virtually 


unkings himſelf, and forfeits that Right, that condi- 


tional Right conferred upon him: This was the Caſe 
with Charles the firſt and James the ſecond—I1 need 


not tell you the Conſequences—But if you hold the 


Doctrines of divine Right in Kings to do wrong, of 


Non; reſiſtance and paſſive Obedience to their Will, 
ive me leave to tell you, they are abſurd and irra- 
tional in themſelves, and exploded by the Ae Con- 


ſtitution. ; 


And as in Principle, you are neither an Engl. Lens ; 


nor a Republican, and therefore unworthy the Liber- 
ties and Privileges of either Government, let me adviſe 


vou to retire to your Brethren, the crouching Slaves 


of France or Spain, of Portugal, or of Rome, who 


like you compliment their Sovereigns with arbitrary 
Power, and Right divine to rob their Subjects. 
With Reſpect to your laſt Paragraph, I would ob- 
ſerve, that the Americans are deprived, in many Re- 
ſpects, both of natural and conſtitutional Liberty 


That, and that only, appears to me to be the Cauſe 


of the general Reſiſtance, made to the Meaſures of Ad- 
miniſtration— That 1 ſay is the Cauſe— It is not at- 


tempting to gain a Liberty of diſobeying our lawful 
Sovereign lt is only Laws, which are not the funda- 


mental Laws of our Country, which they complain of ; 
and ending all the 9 of their Ene- 


— 
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| mles, there'i is, I think, no Proof chat they: are -contend- 
ing for any Thing more, than a repeal of unconſti- 
tutional Laws, and to regain that Liberty, though lefs 
than Conſtitutional, which they have ſo long enjoyed, 
and which has proved, by long Experience, to be of 
| mutual Advantage to Great-Britain'and America. 5 
Notwithſtanding all that 1 have ſaid to you, I pro- 
fob myſelt your Friend: 1 am an Fnemy to no one: 
In Conſequence of this Diſpoſition, I have been endea- 
vouring to make ſome Excuſe, ſome Apology for you; 
but the Taſk is ſo difficult, I am obliged to give it up. 
It remains for you to conſider, for what Reaſons you 
have publiſhed Principles and Sentiments, ſo: contrary 
to the natural Rights and Liberties of Mankind; fo 
contrary to the Britz/þ Conſtitution ; ſo contrary to | 
Reaſon, to Law, and hiſtorical Facts, and ſo contrary . 
| to-your/elf ; to what your own avowed Principles were, 
till very lately: For I am fully ſatisfied you have at 
different Times, and- at different Places, expreſſed 
_ yourſelf on the Subject of our Quarrel with the Ame- 

| rican Colonies, in a Manner directly contrary to the 
Principles and Sentiments : contained in your calm Ad- 

_ _ dreſs. Such Inconſiſtencies, in the Conduct of a pre- 
tended Patriot, or a thorough-paced Courtier, I ean 
account for; but I, and your more particular Friends, 

are moved with Concern and Aſtoniſhment, when they 

| ſo ſtrikingly appear in the Conduct of Mr. WESTE. 

hs : As far as you have been inſtrumental in awakening - 

Sinners, and turning them from Darkneſs 10 Light, 
and from the Power of Satan to Gop, I have Wa 
in your Succeſs—in that Walk may you and your 
Brethren go on and proſper: But with reſpect to ſuch 
Publications as this—that. your Repentance may be 
timely and Gncere, is the real With and Heart” 8 De- 
ae of, Reverend Sir, TE 
Dur and the Public's Basic Servant T 
A Lovzx of Taurz and vas BRITISH | 
Cox $TITUTION. FF 


"Bs 8. juſt aſter I had wrote 0 final Pie, 5 met 
with an Abſtract of the Charter granted to William 
Penn, by Charles the ſecond, in 1681: T he firſt Ar- 
ticle ſets forth, that ſuch a Trae of Land was granted 
to William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns for ever; and _ 
the iörh rde exempts them W Taxation by any 
| | CS Power 
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eee "this: Conſent - of the l. 8 


: kabitants and Governor, in Words as follow. We 


% do covenant and to and with the ſaid Wi/- 


2] « liam Penn, his Heles! and Aſſigns, that we will not 


% ſet, or make any Cuſtom or other Taxation, upon 
60 the inhabitants: of the ſaid Province, upon Lands, 


2 Houſes, Goods, Chatteis, or Merchandizes, except 


„with the Conſent of the Inhabitants and Governor. 
Tf it ſhould be thought that I have not ſuffici 
any obviated the Objection, that a Right to make 
Laus for the Regulation of American Trade, infers a 
Right of Taxation; and that it appears inconſiſtent to 
allow the one to be a Rig „and not the other: I an- 
wer; in the Governme of far diſtant Provinces, we 
oceed as it were by Way of Compromiſe; we regu= | 
a. and reſtrain their Trade, in a Manner greatly to 
our Advantage: In Conſideration of this, and becauſe 
- not repreſented,, we have exempted them from 
Taxation for the Purpoſe of Revenue: Thus you fee 
we give and take, in order to draw ſomewhat of a 
ſtrait and equitable. Line—But when we would take 
all, and give little or nothing; when we would regu- 
late their Trade in every Reſpect, and tax them as we 


| _ pleaſe, we break that Line; and inſtead of allowing 


them all the Liberties and privileges of — ro 
we allow them none of them, ſave that of going to 
Heaven their own Way; nor can they be ſecure in We 
Enjoyment of that Privilege, when they have no other 
deft. such will be their abject State, if the preſent 


_ -coereive- Meaſures: are ſucceſsfull carried. on. And 


-can we defire that to be the Condition of any Subject 
of the Britiſb Empire? Finally: If 1 was an Ene- 
my to Truth and Liberty—if I was an Enemy to the 
Rights of Mankind and the Britiſh Conſtitution—if I 
was an Enemy to my King and Country, I would . 
prove of miniſterial Proceedings; I would addreſs his 
Majeſty in the courtly Stile; and I would write as Mr. ” 
WESLEY has done—And if 1 was a Friend to Popery 


and arbitrary Power—if I was a Friend to France and 


Spain, to Rome and the Pretender, I would write and 
act in the ſame re e Nee Ee. 
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MANCHESTER, Nov. 5 775. 
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